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6.0

Theme 3: Strengthening Kidlington Village Centre

6.1 Summary of key issues:

- The Village Centre operates as a local service centre and has a
regular market. Co-op and Tesco are anchor stores and there
is a high number of A2 uses (services, banks etc)) but limited
comparison retail. There are a low number of vacant units and a
low number of national multiples.

The centre is well located geographically at the centre of the
village and Is well served by car parking. However, for village of
its size, the Village Centre Is underperforming and the evening
economy Is weak A lack of high quality frontage onto Oxford
Road, poorly located bus stops, a lack of pedestrian crossings and
limited vehicle access points limit footfall from passing trade.

There Is a mishmash of architectural styles on the High Street and
architectural and public realm design quality varies considerably.

Surface car parking occupies large areas of land to the rear of the
High Street. There is concem that long stay car parks are used as
an informal ‘park and ride’ by bus users rather than by shoppers
and as a result occupancy levels do not reflect the car parking
need generated by Village Centre uses.

Village Centre expansion is identified in the Local Plan to the
west of Oxford Road. However the highway continues to act as a
barrier and reported demand for retail premises is low.

Local Plan Policy Kidlington 2 supports residential development
in appropriate locations in the Village Centre.

6.2 Objectives

To strengthen the Village Centre, increasing its mix of uses and
vitality and its attractiveness to local residents, employees and
visitors as a place to shop, work and spend leisure time during the
day and evening.
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6.3 Relevant policies

Proposals will be required to have particular regard to the following
Local Plan p

es:
Policy SLE 2: Securing Dynamic Town Centres

Policy SLE 4: Improved Transport and Connections

Policy BSC 2: The Effective and Efiicient use of Land

Policy ESD 15: The Character of the Built and Historic Environment
Policy ESD 17: Green Infrastructure

Policy Kidlington 2: Strengthening Kidlington Village Centre

The Local Plan recognises that it is important that the Village Centre
is supported and strengthened to help meet the aspirations of
Kidlington and to ensure that the everyday shopping needs of
residents are met, avoiding the need for unnecessary journeys to
Oxford, Bicester and other destinations. ’

‘Shopping, leisure and other ‘Main Town Centre Uses’ will be supported
within the boundary of Kidlington Village Centre. Residential
development will be supported in appropriate locations in the Village
Centre except where it will lead to a loss of retail or other main town
centre uses. The change of use of sites used for main town centre uses
in the Village Centre for residential development will normally be
permitted if proposals contribute significantly to the regeneration of
the Village Centre. Mixed use schemes will be encouraged'.

Paragraph C.235 of the Local Plan states that it is proposed to expand
the geographical area defined as Kidlington Village Centre to include
land on the western side of the Oxford Road and other small areas of
commercial uses. The exact boundary will be determined in Part 2 of
the Local Plan. it states that the aim of the extension is to:

+ Support the viability and vitality of the existing Village Centre.
« Encourage economic activity.

«+ Assist with the connectivity between the existing Village Centre and
the civic community and green open space at the Exeter Hall area.

N
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Figure 4.2 Foad and drink

Figure 6.3 Markets
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Car parking and servicing

« Indicative locations for small scale single deck (2 level) car parks are
suggested to decrease the surface area occupied by car parking and
release sites for residential and retait development. A survey of car
parking use and need would assist in establishing the opportunities
to reconfigure car parking provision and management in the town
centre, but not to the detriment of Village Centre trade.

« As a supporting action to the spatial proposals of the Framework
free car parking could be managed (potentially through permits
or tokens or a reduction in long stay parking) to ensure that it is
used by those visiting Village Centre shops and facilities rather than
purely for park and ride to Oxford.

- In considering any proposals for redevelopment, retail service areas
should be reviewed to limit conflict between pedestrians/cyclists
and motor vehicles.

Development and new uses

« New development should create active ground floor frontages
to the primary and secondary pedestrian routes and streets, with
particular emphasis on High Street and Oxford Road.

= Thefollowing uses would be particularly conducive in
strengthening the retail offer and encouraging use of the Village
Centre in the evening: retail and services, food & drink, leisure and
cultural uses (e.g. gym, cinema, local museum), offices, residential,
community facilities (e.g. library, healthcare, children’s centre),
public open space.

- The frontage to High Street and the central section of Oxford Road
is the focus for primary retail/ food & drink or community uses
on ground floor, but could have a broader mix of uses including
residential and offices above. Opportunities to increase the
range of retail premises available should be supported including
identifying opportunities for larger floorplate units and premises for
small businesses.

vey 100018504

2013

Crown Copyright

Figure 4.5 Indicative plan to illustrate potential extent of developme
{subject to options testing)

nt

Kidlington Village Centre
boundary

I = 71 Local Plan proposed extension
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A. Junction reconfigured to allow for additional cycle and

pedestrian ‘toucan’ crossings and segregated on street cycle
route.

. Space outside Black Bull and adjacent buildings decluttered and

redesigned to create extension to public square.

Highways markings removed to reinforce pedestrian zone
character. Cycling access reintroduced within pedestrianised
Zone.

. Bus stops relocated to be closer to retail and facilities.

Highway and service road reconfigured to allow for segregated
cyde route, on-street parking, wide pavements outside retail
units to east and west.

. Red Lion and Co-op car parks linked by a new pedestrian

connection.

. Southbound bus stop relocated from eastern end of High Street.
. Public realm upgrade to reduce dominance of the carriageway.

. Potential focations for raised traffic platforms to reinforce the

speed limit.
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Figure é.6 Village Centre indicative
public realr improvements >

& Pavement Street tree
-u h R Carriageway D Building
h = - N ,: Surface car parking
Figure 6.7 Village Centre existing highway arrangements Cyde fane
Grass i
——— Raised surface
_—
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6.3.5 Early project opportunities

In addition to the above land use possibilities, ancillary projects,
marketing and management arrangements could be used to help
strengthen the Village Centre. While these are not objectives that can
be secured through this Supplementary Planning Document they
are included in the Action Plan and highlighted below as important
elements in improving central Kidlington as a place to and to
work and live in.

Prior to significant development the following opportunities could be
explored:

- Shop front improvements such as introducing canopies to shops
around the Oxford Road square to create an appealing and
consistent appearance.

- Extended events programme e.g. themed Sunday or evening
markets, arts or craft events or outdoor music.

- Development of niche food offer.
- Projects to incentivise local spending.

- Potential to establish a business organisation and designate a
Business Improvement District.

nglon Framewerk Masierplan Supplementary Pla

« Supporting the growth of the weekly market and increasing the
range of specialist markets. This could include expansion of the
market into the Oxford Road square to give it greater prominence
to passing trade.

« Improving the Watts Way square by introducing small retail kiosks
on the southern side of the square to bring activity.

- Setting up a working group with retailers / landowners at
the western end / north side of the High Street to investigate
opportunities for land assembly to enable a new rear access route,
rationalisation of parking and retail servicing and provision of
affordable commercial premises to the rear of the high street.

CDC and KPC may wish to re-establish the Village Centre management
board linked with local business organisation ‘Kidlington Voice’ or
create a formal Business Improvement District (BID)' to manage these
projects. )

' ABID is a business led partnership with a 5 year remit, created through a ballot
process to deliver additional services to local businesses. It operates within a defined
area in which a levy is charged on all business rate payers in addition to the business
rates bill. This levy is used to develop projects which will benefit business in the local,

in addition to the services provided by local authorities. For further information refer
to: https//www.gov.uk/guidance/businessmprovement-districts
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